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Edward D. Grant tells Assembly “Our forefathers never 
dreamed that on great moral and ethical issues involving gov- 
ernment our church would remain silent.” . . . John V. Mat- 
thews said: ‘Where thousands are now served (at Montreat) 
there is the potential to serve tens of thousands the year-round.” 
. . . Assembly asks ad interim study of Montreat and facilities. 
... Annuities & Relief asked to investigate possibility of more 
liberal provision .. .. $50,000 grant for Montreat College is turned 
down 234-165. . . . Benjamin Thompson single-handedly leads 
Assembly to 20% increase in benevolence objective. . . . Mass 
communications study is well received and extensive investiga- 
tion is authorized. .. . Minority report on Interchurch Relations 
seeking presbytery vote on National Council is defeated and 
overwhelming vote sustaining National and World Councils is 
given... . Attack on official literature and programs is rejected. 
... Christian Relations report, supporting basic freedoms on all 
fronts, is given big supporting vote by the Assembly. . . . $64,000 
added subsidy is voted for The Survey's Every Family Plan. . 
Florida church courts are sustained by Judicial Commission 
while Alabama synod and presbytery are not. . . . Provision for 
future answers to minority reports containing falsehood or error 
is voted by the Assembly. . . . Ad interim committees will study 
divorce and re-marriage, Biblical teaching on “the Lord’s Day,” 
board and agency salaries. . . . Union with Reformed Church to 
be studied by permanent committee. 
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WHY DOESN’T THE GRASS GROW? 


Wisdom from the Turfgrass Conference 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


Deuteronomy 6:49. 


HE turfgrass specialists have been 

at it for 28 years now, officially. 
These are the men who specialize in 
keeping golf courses green. About 1,100 
of them gathered in Kentucky the other 
day. This is known as the Bluegrass 
State, but only a small area of the State 
has much natural bluegrass. The rest 
of it, to quote the turfmen, is too far 
north for the southern grasses and too 
far south for the northern grasses. Even 
the far-famed bluegrass grows much bet- 
ter in Missouri and Iowa. 

Most lawn owners over the country 
seem to find themselves in the same pre- 
dicament. Their lawn just doesn’t seem 
to be in the right grass-zone. Too far 
north, or south, or east or west... . The 
turfgrass experts put their finger on two 
mistakes of the average lawn-maker. It 
isn’t that he isn’t interested. He wants 
a good lawn and spends money to get it. 
But he doesn’t get it. Two of the reasons 
are that he buys too much seed and too 
little fertilizer. In the Chicago area, 
for instance, hardware men sell tons of 
seed and pounds of fertilizer. Over- 
seeding and underfertilizing make for 
poor lawns. 

There are other reasons, but these two 
are enough for a parable. It takes more 
than enthusiasm to make any living thing 
grow. It takes commonsense, or, in other 
words, a man needs to know something 
about gardening, or lawnmaking. Just 
admiring the pictures in the seed cata- 
logue won’t do. 


HRISTIANS in one way or another 
are concerned with seed-sowing and 
nurture, with the growth of Christian 
persons—in the home, in the school, in 
church and community. We have, if we 
may say so without irreverence, a beau- 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 

mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders. 
DISCOUNT for 8 insertions, 10%; 6 inser- 
tions, 15%; 12 insertions, 20%. 








HELP WANTED 





WANTED GENERAL PRACTITIONER by 

out-patient clinic connected with 70-bed 
Presbyterian Hospital. Mountain region. 
No home calls. Suitable for individual de- 
siring limited practice. Surgeon, Pediatri- 
cian and Otorhinolaryngologist constitute 
present medical staff. Write Dr. Lawson 
Tate, Banner Elk, N. C. 


POSITION WANTED 





PRESBYTERIAN 

background as successful business ex- 
ecutive now available as Business Man- 
ager of church or church related institu- 
tion. Full details furnished on request. 
Write Box F-7, c/o Presbyterian Outlook. 


LAYMAN with long 






tiful seed catalogue, with handsome pic- 
tures of the product: ‘“—till we all at- 
tain... to mature manhood, to the meas- 
ure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ”; “Put on the new nature, created 
after the likeness of God’; ‘‘You there- 
fore must be perfect, as your heavenly 
Father is perfect.” But when we look 
at what comes up in front of our homes, 
our churches, and our court-houses, the 
sprawly, sprangly stuff doesn’t look much 
like what’s in the catalogue. We have 
lots of enthusiasm for the advertised 
product; but when it actually comes to 
raising it, we range from cynicism to 
sorrow. Why don’t Christian characters 
grow? We were enthusiastic, we worked 
hard (maybe); but why such trifling re- 
sults? Perhaps the turfgrass men can 
give us a tip. Perhaps we had too much 
seed, not enough fertilizer. 

Parents, in the home, may sow too 
much seed for the amount of fertilizer 
they use. The seeds of good advice— 
or better than good advice; life-saving 
wisdom and truth, absolutely sound. 
Nothing can be better than the good 
words that well-meaning parents drop 
into the ears of their children day by 
day. But sometimes it happens that a 
little too much of this is done. The child 
hears the same thing over and over until 
he simply does not hear it any more than 
he hears the clock on the wall. Or per- 
haps the parents try to teach too many 
good things at once. Even good advice 
can grow better if planted seed by seed 
than if dumped all at once on the wet 
clay. Too much seed—and too little fer- 
tilizer. One picture, the proverb says, 
is worth a thousand arguments. One 
living picture, one word-made-life, one 
truth on two legs, is worth any number 
of household homilies. A child does not 
really learn to speak correctly by mem- 
orizing rules of grammar, though they 
may help. Grammar is learned by lis- 
tening to good grammar, and nothing 
else, at home. A child does not learn 
truth, and love, and faith, by lessons in 
Sunday school. He may learn about 





Peace College 


At Peace College education for the 
first and second years of college and 
the last two years of high school is 
pursued in an atmosphere which is 
friendly, informal, traditional, and 
Christian . in classes that are 
fairly small and with instruction in 
the hands of trained and experienced 
faculty members. For catalogue or 
information, write 


WILLIAM C, PRESSLY, President 
PEACE COLLEGE 
Raleigh, North Carolina 











these things there, and he should; but 
he learns them chiefly at home. Sunday 
school teacher and parent and grand- 
parent can sow the Christian seed; but 
that seed must be fertilized by Christian 
nurture, by example and training, yes 
and discipline, or the seed will never be 
a healthy plant. 


HERE is a parable here for every 

kind of school, too, but we must skip 
it. Consider the church. Possibly a 
reason why the church does not produce 
results matching the catalogue descrip- 
tions, is that there is too much seeding, 
not enough fertilizing. Seeding may 
stand for evangelizing, fertilizing for 
Christian training. The people to whom 
Jesus gave his parable of the sower and 
the various kinds of ground on which the 
seed fell, were all farmers or they lived 
next door to the open country, so they 
understood what our Suburbia can for- 
get: good ground is not good by accident. 
You may be sure that no sower in his 
right mind would go out just scattering 
seed in the wind—eenie, meenie, minie, 
mo, where it falls just let it go! He goes 
out to sow his land, where he expects a 
crop. What falls by the wayside is the 
accident (an unavoidable accident, in 
those days); what falls on the good 
ground is the intention. The farmer had 
spent some time and trouble in spading 
up that ground, raking out the weeds, 
breaking up the clods, spreading some 
kind of fertilizer if no more than last 
year’s straw. Some ground is better than 
other ground by nature; but it does not 
stay better by nature. The writer once 
(and only once) had a wonderful gar- 
den; it was on a borrowed plot in Mary- 
land. That plot had been gardened for 
100 years, and it was just about perfect. 
But it would not have been perfect if 
the various owners through all the gener- 
ations had not kept improving it year 
by year. More money was spent on the 
fertilizer than on the seed, and it was 
worth it. 

So it is with the church. One church 
may boast of its many evangelistic meet- 
ings; it may even boast that it does noth- 
ing but evangelize. Yet not far away 
there may be another church with fewer 
revivals (technically so called) per 
annum, a church that does not urge each 
Sunday school teacher to be a little Billy 
Graham, but a church which nevertheless 
prepares the ground so well, and cul- 
tivates it so diligently afterward, that 
when the seed-sowing is done (possibly 
without the aid of posters or electric 
guitars), the seed grows and _ thrives. 

In the long run the results in such a 
church in terms of devoted, intelligent 
Christian church members and working 
citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven on 
earth, are better than the results pro- 
duced by a church which puts all its 
efforts on seeding and little on fertilizing. 
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Daily Schedule 


May 14, a. m., Pre-Assembly Conference 
on Evangelism: David W. Proffitt, Wm. 
E. Everheart, Robt. C. Johnson, Harold 
Blake Walker, Harry Rine De Young, 
Merle G. Jones, Bryant M. Kirkland, John 
Bruere. 

Afternoon—Dr. Everheart, Raymond I. 
Lindquist, Richard R. Gilbert, Louis H. 
Evans, Donald G. Lester; Buena Vista 
College choir. 

May 15, a. m., John Meister, Elam 
Davies, David A. MacLennan; p. m., John 
Coventry Smith. Evening meeting—‘The 
High Cost of Leadership”; Hastings Col- 
lege choir. 

Thursday, May 16, 10:30 a. m., General 
Assembly convenes. Retiring Moderator’s 
address; communion service. 

Afternoon— Election and induction of 
the new Moderator. 

Evening—“The Church Tomorrow—Its 
Ecumenical Mission,” D. T. Niles, Ceylon. 
Dramatization. Dubuque University 
choir. 

May 17, a. m., Stewardship breakfast: 
Eugene Carr. Assembly business session. 
10:00 a. m., Women’s Convocation: Mrs. 
J. R. Salsbury, Paul S. Wright, Warren 
Wilson Junior College choir, Mission- 
aries. Noon—Presbyterian Rural Fellow- 
ship luncheon: Otto Hoiberg, speaker. 

Afternoon—Standing committees meet. 

Evening—“The Church Tomorrow: Its 
Building.” Sheldon Jackson dramatic 
presentation. Warren Wilson Junior Col- 
lege choir. 

May 18, a. m., Assembly business ses- 
sion; p. m., reception for the new Mod- 
erator; sight-seeing tours. 

May 19, a. m., preaching by the new 
Moderator; p. m., Christian Education 
tea; Ecumenical Mission prayer service 
and buffet supper; National Missions fel- 
lowship supper; p. m., Ecumenical wor- 
ship: Franklin Clark Fry, speaker, on 
“Mother Church.” 

May 20, a. m., National Missions break- 
fast for pastors of inner-city churches; 
Ruling elders’ breakfast, speaker, Robt. 
Clyde Johnson; Assembly business ses- 
sion; p. m., Assembly business session: 
dinner for Stated Clerks. Evening—“The 
Church Tomorrow: Its Witness,” Mrs. 
Paul Moser; Merle G. Jones. 

May 21, a. m., Overseas breakfast: Leo- 
poldo T. Ruiz, O. Frederick Nolde; Assem- 
bly business session. 6:00 p. m., Chap- 
lains’ dinner; Evening meetinge—“The 
Church Tomorrow: Its Commitment.”— 
Raymond I. Lindquist. J. Hoytt Boles. 
Robt. M. Young. Chas. R. Ehrhardt, David 
Richardson. Park Colleze Singers. 

May 22. a. m., Assembly business ses- 
sion, p. m., adjournment. 


NEXT WEEK 
In The Outlook— 


—What the Commissioners thought of the 
Birmingham Assembly; 


—Outlcok editorial appraisal of it. 
Don't miss it—next week or any week. 











Daily Report 


The Birmingham Assembly 


(Continued from last week) 


SUNDAY 

Sunday afternoon of the Presbyterian, 
U. S., General Assembly in Birmingham 
was featured by greetings from the fra- 
ternal delegates. They were as follows: 
Presbyterian, USA: W. Glen Harris, 
First church, Birmingham, Mich.; 
United Presbyterian: John E. Simpson, 
Evanshire church, Skokie, Il.; A. R. 
Presbyterian: Frank B. Edwards, Rich- 
land Church, Memphis, Tenn. 

These were followed by Roswell P. 
Barnes, associate general secretary of the 
National Council of Churches, who spoke 
of the cooperative movement as _ repre- 
sented by the Council as a way in which 
Protestant and Orthodox churches are 
maintaining freedom and achieving order 
at the same time. In this way, he said, 
churches cooperating in the Councils are 
becoming coherent aggregations through 
voluntary association without setting up 
a centralized authority or control. 

Colonel Francis P. Miller, Charlottes- 
ville, Va., a member of the central com- 
mittee of the World Council of Churches, 
and one of the Presbyterian, U. S., WCC 
representatives, brought greetings from 
that body. The National and World 
Councils, he said, are main streams 
through which the message of Jesus 
Christ is flowing to the world. He spoke 
of the common witness of the churches 
in relation to the churches of Hungary 
as this was seen in the meeting of the 
central committee in that country last 
summer. 


SuNDAY EVENING 

The evening program was conducted 
by the Council on Christian Relaticns. 
George H. Wright, the chairman, read 
the Assembly-authorized instructions for 
the conduct of the work of this depart- 
ment. He was followed by Edward D. 
Grant, director of institutions for the 
State of Louisiana, on the Assembly’s 
theme of the year, Christian Citizenship. 

Dr. Grant said the Presbyterian Church 
needs to re-think its attitude toward par- 
ticipation in government. He said the 
doctrine of separation of church and state 
has been distorted from its original mean- 
ing into a heresy which involves banish- 
ing religion from government. Our 
fathers, he said, “never dreamed that on 
great moral and ethical issues involving 


government our church would remain 
silent.” 

In connection with the race issue he 
said: 

“‘We face in the world today an outbreak 
of color consciousness such as no other 
generation has ever seen. Some blame 
this upon Communism. Let us not resort 
to subterfuge. Communism did not do 
this. This is but the fruit of the teach- 
ing of the Christian church around the 
world, for it has developed in men’s hearts 
everywhere the desire for personal free- 
dom, and national freedom and racial free- 
dom.” 


Sometimes, he said, a Christian voter 
may enter a polling booth wishing that 
he did not have to vote for any candidate 
on the list. But, he asked, who selects 
these candidates we don’t want to vote 
for? Why cannot we of the church find 
a place on committees that choose can- 
didates? 

“What is the matter that our prominent 
church people will so seldom even offer 
themselves for office? Do they lack nerve? 
Or is it that they just can’t take it? Some- 
body has to face the music. Why not the 
active churchman? And why should not 
the church present this challenge to its 
membership as a Christian obligation... . 
Pity the church that keeps silent, and 
looks the other way, in a day like ours.” 


Monpbay Morninc 

Although all days in a General As- 
sembly are strenuous, Monday was the 
longest of all, for it saw elders on their 
way to the annual ruling elders’ break- 
fast at six o’clock, and adjournment was 
not to come until 10:30 that night. 

Charles L. King, First church, Hous- 
ton, was the featured speaker at the 
elders’ breakfast, holding up the stirring 
challenges faced by an elder who wants 
to be of service in his church. 

After the morning worship the Assem- 
bly took up once more the report of the 
standing committee on Bills and Over-. 
tures, which it had left in some degree 
of confusion Saturday night. The As- 
sembly had before it the request for in- 
terpretation of various aspects of infant 
baptism. R. L. St. Clair, Staunton, Va., 
suggested that the Assembly was out of 
order in attempting to clarify any doc- 
trine except through constitutional pro- 
cedure including reference to the presby- 
teries. The Assembly seemed to feel, 
however, that it was simply interpreting 








existing doctrines and it went on to adopt 
the report finally by a unanimous vote. 

John V. Mathews, Fayetteville, Tenn., 
attorney, encouraged attendance at the 
Miami Men’s Convention next October 
10-13. He followed this with a report 
on the Mountain Retreat Association and 
some discussion of the status of Montreat 
College. He is one of the directors of 
the Association. A meeting of the Mon- 
treat trustees, he said, will likely be held 
this month to consider the report of 
studies that have been made about Mon- 
treat affairs. A committee has been 
named to nominate a successor to J. 
Rupert McGregor as president. 

C. H. Patterson, Bluefield, W. Va., 
pastor, next paid tribute to the service 
of Dr. McGregor and distributed a book 
describing the achievements of Montreat. 


Women’s Work 

J. P. F. Stevenson, Clarksdale, Miss., 
reported for the standing committee on 
Women’s Work. This report with its 
recommendations was adopted unani- 
mously. This included naming of an ad 
interim committee to make a study of 
Montreat with regard to the ownership 
of property there, use of Montreat prop- 
erty and facilities by Assembly boards 
and agencies, policies affecting the work 
of the board, agencies and courts of the 
church in relation to Montreat. It was 
pointed out that the standing committee 
on Christian Education also had a re- 
quest for an ad interim committee on 
Montreat. The two requests were com- 
bined and there will be one committee 
handling also a study of Montreat Col- 
lege and its relationship to the total 
activity there. 

In adopting this report, the Assembly 
also asks unanimously that women be 
given full participation in the total pro- 
gram of the congregation, with the rec- 
ommendation to sessions and diaconates 
that women be named on committees that 
deal with the program of the church, in- 
cluding committees on finances and 
budget, and that they also be included 
in the plans and committees of presby- 
tery and synod in such areas of the 
church’s program as evangelism, stew- 
ardship and Christian relations. 

The Assembly also asked in the same 
vote that the board of directors of the 
Mountain Retreat Association be re- 


quested to go on record as opening all 
its facilities to all members of the church 
for Assembly-wide schools and confer- 
ences. (The only members of the church 
who have suffered any restrictions here- 
tofore have been Negro members.) 

Mrs. L. M. McCutchen, the executive 
secretary of the Board, was presented for 
brief remarks and she, in turn, presented 
members of the board and staff to the 
Assembly. 

William Crowe, Sr., was presented to 
the Assembly as one of the former Mod- 
erators. Dr. Crowe, who served in 1932, 
and is now an active pastor in Talladega, 
Ala., at the age of 86, said the newspapers 
spoke of him in 1932 as “‘the venerable 
Moderator.” 


Annuities and Relief 


Julian B. Fenner, Rocky Mount, N. C., 
elder, reported for Annuities and Relief. 
In view of overtures last year and others 
to the 1957 Assembly seeking liberalized 
provisions in the Annuity Fund arrange- 
ments that would allow men to enjoy 
some limited service without losing their 
benefits, the Assembly requested the 
Board of Annuities and Relief to study 
the changes requested by the overtures 
and to report to the 1958 Assembly as 
to what would be involved if these re- 
quests were to be granted. 

In this connection Harry M. Moffett 
said he was unable to understand how, if 
the retirement age stays the same, the 
amount of money paid out in annuities 
is affected if a man continues to preach. 
Charles J. Currie, the executive, said any 
encouragement of earlier retirement af- 
fects the benefits of the fund. He and 
the committee pointed out that the pres- 
ent plan is an annuity upon retirement 
system rather than an age annuity system. 

R. L. St. Clair said he agreed with Dr. 
Moffett and presented an extensive set 
of figures which he has worked out based 
upon a study of ministers who have died 
within the past five years and the differ- 
ence between what they received and what 
they paid into the fund. 

Hunter B. Blakely, Higher Education 
executive, said, “Mr. St. Clair is usually 
right, but I disagree with him in this. 
I would like to have his figures checked 
by the best available actuaries.” 

Mr. Fenner said a number of insurance 
men, as well as older and retired minis- 





GLEANINGS 
From the Birmingham Assembly 

The Birmingham Assembly was about 
as relaxed and good humored as any on 
record. Most people give the credit for 
this to the Moderator who won the hearts 
of all Commissioners. 


. * *. 

One reason for the request to change 
the legal name of the “Trustees of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States and Pres- 


4 


ters, had served on the Annuities and 
Relief standing committee and they had 
come to a unanimous agreement. Gray- 
son L. Tucker, Laurel, Miss., now re- 
tired, said he had been converted from 
a view that he had to that presented by 
the standing committee. The report was 
adopted, with only two or three opposing 
votes. 

Then a situation occurred which was 
to be repeated several times during the 
Assembly. The committee asked for the 
privilege of presenting Mr. Currie, the 
executive, to speak for twenty minutes 
on the work of the Board. This was op- 
posed by so large a vote as to cause ex- 
tended confusion. The Assembly was 
facing a heavy docket and wanted to get 
on with the reports. However, it was 
pointed out that the Program Committee 
had promised the agencies which did not 
have special periods set aside for the 
presentation of their work that they would 
be granted twenty minutes in connection 
with the standing committee report. The 
Assembly then granted Mr. Currie the 
time for his remarks. 

He spoke of the Annuity Fund as “a 
very fine pension plan.” He knows of 
no pension plan superior to this in 
America and none that administers it for 
ten per cent. Most, he said, cost 12 to 15 
per cent to administer. Whenever a liber- 
alization is possible, he said, we don’t 
have to be prodded. This has been liber- 
alized in the past. He said relief funds 
have been increased five times since 1954. 
The Annuity Fund will not reach its 
maturity for 24 more years, so relief 
funds are added where they are needed. 
The Women of the Church through their 
annual Christmas Joy Gift, he said, care 
for about 90 per cent of the Joy Gift, but 
he emphasized, some presbyteries are not 
doing what they should in supporting 
this cause. 


Monpbay AFTERNOON 


The General Council report led off 
the afternoon’s business with Cecil H. 
Lang, Jr., Killeen, Texas, presenting the 
report in place of James E. Cousar, the 
chairman, who had a throat difficulty. 
This report brought two of the most sur- 
prising actions of the Assembly, neither 
of which was recommended by the stand- 
ing committee. One of these had to do 
with the requested appropriation of 





byterian Foundation, Incorporated” is to 
provide a name that “‘we can get on 
one sheet of paper.” 

* * * 

There was a considerable amount of 
speculation in the corridors in Birming- 
ham as to why the opponents of the Na- 
tional Council and like movements put 
up so little opposition, particularly in 
view of a flood of pre-Assembly pam- 
phleteering. 

. al * 


The pre-Assembly conference on 





evangelism, about which more will be 
said later, was considered one of the 
best on record, with stimulating and 
deeply helpful speakers. 


The innovation of having three set 
sermons in the course of the Assembly’s 
docket raised many questions. Good 
progress has been made in the past 15 
years in helping the Assembly learn to 
worship, with helpful prepared orders 
(and this year’s by Henry R. Mahler, 
were among the best). As it was, with 
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$50,000 for Montreat College for this 
year. The committee recommended that 
this be granted in view of the emergency 
now being faced at the college even 
though the 1955 Assembly had made it 
clear that its grant to the college was 
final. C. Grier Davis, now chairman of 
the college trustees, urged adoption of 
the committee’s recommendation. He 
said the Mountain Retreat Association is 
badly in need of reorganization and 
studies toward that end are now going 
on. Funds in the college, he said, are 
always largely dependent upon a presi- 
dent and now there will be no president 
after June 1. 

The only other speech that was made 
in connection with this report was made 
by Charles McCain, Canton, Miss., pas- 
tor. He said he couldn’t remember when 
Montreat College hadn’t been facing an 
emergency situation. Any time you need 
money it is an emergency situation. If 
every college turned to the Assembly 
when it loses a president, then the time 
of the Assembly would be consumed 
meeting such situations. It is strange, he 
said, that they would come to the Assem- 
bly with this request, for the Assembly 
has repeatedly said that it has no respon- 
sibility for Montreat College. The col- 
lege is not supported by the Assembly or 
any synod or presbytery. It is Presby- 
terian in name only. To give this money 
would be an act of favoritism. 

The recommendation to make the grant 
for this year was defeated 234-165. 

Spokesman for the General Council at 
the Assembly was A. Walton Litz, Little 
Rock, Ark., elder and insurance man. 
Mr. Litz described last year as the most 
successful for benevolence causes in the 
history of the church, but he said the 
church has the capacity to double its 
giving to benevolences within a very few 
years. He made a plea for ministers and 
elders to take their full budget respon- 
sibility, with the minister taking the lead 
and the elders seeking an objective that 
is big enough. 

20% Across the Board 

This seemed to prepare the way for 
one of the most surprising and interesting 
actions in the entire Assembly. The 
General Council and its standing com- 
mittee in the Assembly came forward 
with a requested budget of $7,428,175. 
(Continued on page 6) 
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Assembly Appointments 


Moderator—William M. Elliott, Jr., 
Dallas, Texas. 

Stated Clerk—E. C. Scott, Atlanta, 
Ga. 

Temporary Clerks—Frank B. Estes, 
Estill, S. C.; C. Linwood Cheshire, Jr., 
Burlington, N. C.; Hugh W. McClure, 
3d, Wetumpka, Ala. 

Permanent Judicial Committee—1960: 
T. H. Stukes, Manning, S. C.; H. E. 
Russell, Montgomery, Ala; Ray D. Fort- 
na, New Orleans, La. 

Christianity and Health—1960: S. 
S. Wiley, Allison D. Williams, Thos. H. 
McDill. 

World Missions—1960: T. H. Mitch- 
ell, Nashville, Tenn.; Marc C. Weersing, 
J. McDowell Richards; Mrs. Lloyd K. 
Boggs, Harry M. Moffett, C. H. Patter- 
son, T. Watson Street. 

Women’s Work—1960: Balmer H. 
Kelly, Mrs. J. I. Jordan, Mrs. S. S. 
Wiley, Mrs. Maury McIntyre, Mrs. 
Julius H. Smith, Mrs. W. A. McCutchen. 

Annuities and Relief—1958: John 
A. Redhead; 1960: H. Roe Bartle, Kan- 
sas City, Mo.; Eldon D. Wilson, Rich- 
mond, Va.; Mrs. J. Cecil Lawrence, At- 
lanta, Ga.; E. G. Lilly, Curtis Morris, 
Dr. L. Newton Turk, Jr. 

Office of the General Assembly— 
1960: J. Layton Mauze, John L. Mor- 
rison, Jr., F. S. Hay, Mrs. Ross B. Par- 
ker, W. L. Pressly (Ga.). 

Interchurch Relations—1957 : Mrs. A. 
R. Craig; 1959: Wm. M. Elliott, Jr. 
(Texas); G. T. Gillespie (Miss.) ; John 
R. Cunningham (N.C.); J. C. Ruffin 
(Ark.); John M. Crowell (Ala.); J. 
Martin Singleton (Okla.). 

Presbyterian World Alliance—1963: 
John W. Melton, Geo. H. Vick, Chas. G. 
Bruce; Vance Barron, J. N. Thomas. 
Alternates: J. Moody McDill; Hugh 
Robertson, Donald W._ Richardson, 
Chauncy V. Farrell, Julian Lake. 

Lord’s Day Alliance—A. R. Bird, Sr.; 
R. T. L. Liston. 

National Council of Churches—1961 : 
John S. Land, Donald C. Agnew; Al- 
ternates: Vernon S. Broyles, John E. 
Bryan. 

National Council] General Assembly— 


1963: Ferguson Wood; Jas. R. Bullock; 
John S. Land, Donald C. Agnew; Al- 
ternates: Louise McComb, C. Eric 
Mount, Vernon S. Broyles, John E. 
Bryan. 

World Council of Churches—Francis 
P. Miller, Wm. C. Robinson, Joe B. 
Overmyer, S. J. Patterson, Jr. 

National Council of Churches (from 
World Missions Board)—1960: James 
A. Jones, C. Darby Fulton. ‘ 

North America Study Conference of 
the World Council of Churches, Oberlin, 
Ohio, Sept. 3-10, 1957—Malcolm P. 
Calhoun, Mrs. A. R. Craig, A. H. Hol- 
lingsworth, Holmes Rolston, Albert C. 
Winn, Judge John A. Fulton, Dr. Jos. 
Norton. 

Christian Education—1960: R. Mc- 
Ferran Crowe, Houston St. Clair, A. R. 
Bird, Jr., John Olert, Jr., D. P. Mc- 
Geachy, Jr., Charlotte Persinger, R. Mat- 
thew Lynn; 1958: John J. Deifell, M. 
Elmer Taylor, T. Mack Blackburn. 

Assembly’s Training School—1959: 
John H. Leith; 1960: Witherspoon Dun- 
lap, Judge M. Ray Doubles, W. E. Crane, 
G. H. Flowers, Jr., Wm. R. Gardner, 
Paul Tudor Jones, Mrs. Donald W. 
Richardson. 

Mountain Retreat Association—1958 : 
Mrs. Chris Matheson; 1959: Dr. L. 
Nelson Bell, Mrs. John Roddey. 

Stillman College—1960: Mrs. Hosea 
Rasberry, Carl R. Pritchett, W. L. Dans- 
by, Carl M. Hill, Kenneth Forbes, Pey- 
ton N. Rhodes, Richard R. Potter. 

Church Extension—1960: Warner L. 
Hall, Ben S. Barnes, Jr., Mrs. R. E. 
Wallin, Frank Lyon, Julian R. Alford, 
Cecil H. Lang, Ben L. Rose. 

Christian Relations—1960: Betty 
Currie, Harry M. Moffett, Mrs. Robt. L. 
MacDougal, Frank H. Caldwell. 

Presbyterian Survey—1960: Walter 
Spearman; Harold Prince, Walter R. 
Humphrey. 

Presbyterian Foundation—1960: L. 
L. Rose, John S. Cansler, J. C. Frist. 

Historical Foundation—1960: Mrs. 
Frank Barker, R. C. Grier (A. R. Pres- 
byterian), Wayne Wiman (Cumberland). 





three added sermons, the pressure on 
necessary business was very great. Com- 
missioners wanted to get along with the 
docket to such an extent that severe in- 
jury was done some agencies that were 
entitled to present phases of their work, 
and discourtesies to agency executives, 
though unintended, were noticeable. 
However good the preachers may be, and 
the Birmingham preachers set high 
standards, they are put in a difficult and 
possibly embarrassing position. As it is, 
an Assembly is talked to death at best, 
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without bringing in three additional such 
periods. 
* * O* 

Men assigned to work on a judicial 
commission of the Assembly suffer severe 
discrimination, missing great blocks of 
the Assembly’s activities. This year, 54 
commissioners were tied up in this work. 
It raises a question as to the advisability 
of having a high-grade Permanent Ju- 
dicial Commission of the Assembly to 
deal with these matters during the year. 
Some Presbyterian bodies do this. 


The Birmingham hosts were held in 
high appreciation for their thoughtful 
and comprehensive treatment in the care ° 
of the Assembly. 


* * * 


The New York Times called back to 
its reporter in Birmingham to ask about 
the Scripture reference used in connec- 
tion with the Christianity and Health 
report: James 5:13-16a. What does that 
“a” mean? Some commissioners may not 
have realized that it refers to the first 








(Continued from page 5) 


At this point Benjamin Thompson of 
Kingsport, Tenn., entered the Assembly’s 
picture in a way commissioners will] not 
forget. Mr. Thompson is an elder in the 
Waverly Road Church of Kingsport, 
and a research chemist for the Tennes- 
see Eastman Co. He had sought as- 
signment to the standing committee on 


the General Council, but instead had 
served on the Office of the General 
Assembly. However, he had used his 


time in order to be ready when the 
presentation of this report was made. 
One step in his preparation was to go to 
the corner bakery down the block from 
the South Highland Church and to get 
some wrapping paper and cardboard 
approximately 18 by 36 inches in dimen- 
sions, on which he had prepared a rough 
chart showing the trends of giving in the 
church since 1920. During these years, 
giving to synods’ and presbytery causes 
has dropped from 24.7% to 13.7%, but 
giving to Assembly agencies has fallen 
from 20.4% to almost 8%. 

In an effort to arrest this diminishing 
proportion of the total gift-dollar that 
goes to the denominational program, Mr. 
Thompson proposed that the budget be 
increased 20% across the board. Most 
of the dollar-gain in giving, he said, has 
stayed in the local church. He talked 
with great earnestness and simplicity in 
calling upon the Assembly to do some- 
thing about the situation. With a plea 
for more time at the end of the ten- 
minute limit, he was granted another 
five minutes. It was evident that the 
Assembly was being stirred by the 
speaker’s own concern and evident dedi- 
cation. 

John Barret, Ft. Smith, Ark., said 
stewardship is a measure of our devotion 
to our Lord and Savior. This motion is 
contrary to our usual procedure because 
we usually have to know precisely where 
the money is to be used. It would prob- 
ably be the better part of wisdom to turn 
this down, but if we had enough faith 
we could do it. 

David F. Murphy, Memphis, Tenn., 


part of the verse only. Later portions 
are customarily called “b,” or “c,” as 
needed. 

x * 


One motion put to the Assembly 
called for this procedure: “All in 
favor say, Aye; all in favor say, No,” 
and the resulting confusion was not 
easily explainable. 

x * * 


Mr. S. R. Carson, South Highland 
elder and Atlantic Coast Line official, 
who headed the work of the host church 
in entertaining the Assembly, and Dr. 
Mathes, the pastor, and their associates, 
left nothing undone in providing for the 
comfort and good care of the Assembly. 
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said approval of this amendment does not 
necessarily test our commitment. There 
are many demands now upon synods and 
presbyteries for great advances in Church 
Extension, and also in meeting the needs 
of educational institutions. To approve 
this 20% increase would simply penalize 
the existing program at these other levels. 

Harold J. Dudley, executive for the 
Synod of North Carolina, related an in- 
cident from his earlier pastorate in 
Wilson, N. C., when the people were 
shown what could be done if they turned 
casual expenditures to the church’s work. 

The motion was put and Mr. Thomp- 
son’s proposal was approved 226-189. 
An effort was made to have the vote de- 
clared unanimous, but this failed. 

On the basis of this action the Assem- 
bly’s budget was set at $8,915,810—an 
increase of $1,485,635 beyond the com- 
mittee’s recommendation. 

The Assembly was well aware of the 
difficulty of channeling the moving ap- 
peal and inspiration of Mr. Thompson to 
the synods and presbyteries and ulti- 
mately to the congregations where the 
increased giving must be done, but it 
evidently hoped that the commissioners 
in the Assembly could do their part in 
gaining acceptance of this challenging 
program. 

Other actions concerning the General 
Council were taken in line with the re- 
port to the Assembly (OutTLooK, April 
29). 


Office of G. A. 


R. L. St. Clair reported for the Office 
of the General Assembly. This report 
indicated that the microfilm and photo- 
static center at the Historical Foundation 
in Montreat is expected to be in operation 
early in 1958. The name of the trustees 
of the General Assembly will likely be- 
come the Presbyterian Foundation, Inc., 
or some other title which the trustees may 
choose. In connection with this report 
Dr. Scott, the Stated Clerk, pointed out 
that the estimated $50,000 cost of the 
Birmingham Assembly, which the Assem- 
bly itself must pay, will likely be ex- 
ceeded by as much as $5,000. Last year’s 


Forty years ago (in 1917, not 1914 as 
we said) the Assembly met at South 
Highland. What was happening there 
in 1914 was a severe split in the church 
which resulted the next year in formation 
of the Independent Church led by Henry 
M. Edmonds, former S-H pastor. The 
church, some years later, was received 
into the USA presbytery. It is located 
only a few blocks from South Highland. 
Dr. Edmonds, now retired, writes a daily 
column in Birmingham’s morning paper. 
x * 

One commissioner from Oklahoma 
said, “I have heard plenty of people say, 
‘Fathers and Brethren,’ but I have heard 
nobody call on your dear old uncle— 
Uncle Sam”—in connection with a dis- 


meeting in Montreat cost $33,000. 


Mass Communications 

A committee studying the field of mass 
communications, appointed by the 1956 
Assembly, made a progress report and 
presented Kenneth I. Tredwell, vice- 
president and managing director of the 
Jefferson Standard Broadcasting Co., of 
Charlotte, N. C. Mr. Tredwell supported 
the committee’s request for $13,600 for 
“research, surveys and fact finding 
studies concerning the most effective utili- 
zation of radio and television by the 
church.” He pointed out that eight out 
of every ten homes in the country now 
have one or more television sets and that 
40,000,000 sets are operating in Ameri- 
can homes. In the average week more 
than 1,300,000,000 home hours are given 
to television viewing. The American peo- 
ple are spending more time watching 
television than they are spending in any 
other single human activity except sleep- 
ing and working. 

Not to enter this field, he said, would 
mean that the church had missed an op- 
portunity of major magnitude. The al- 
ternatives, he said, are to “give up the 
ghost to the Lutherans and the Roman 
Catholics,” or to follow a purely local 
or community approach. 

Carefully planned and carefully ex- 
cuted film presentations seem to be the 
best answer in this field for they can be 
used repeatedly not only on television, 
but also in other presentations. 

The Assembly appeared to be impress- 
ed by the report and approved it unani- 
mously. 


Minister and His Work 


C. Newman Faulconer, Greenville, 
S. C., presented the report on the Min- 
ister and His Work and the portion from 
the permanent committee was adopted 
practically as presented (OvUTLOOK, 
March 18, April 22). Again under the 
pressure of its heavy docket, the Assem- 
bly refused to give twenty minutes for a 
film presentation of this work. 

The committee and the Assembly had 
an objection from William Childs Rob- 


cussion of retirement and welfare pro- 
visions. 
* ok Ox 
The Assembly’s new work on Homes 
and Christian Welfare was like an un- 
wanted child in a basket on the front 
steps. Nobody wanted to toss the baby 
out but no agency was particularly eager 
(in a mild form of expression) to take 
on added responsibilities. 
* +. © 
A. Walton Litz got many pencils busy 
with notes when he quoted from a Prince- 
ton professor: (1) It is desirable that 
people live; (2) Wherever you find them 
they live in groups; (3) The major chal- 
lenge before us today is that we learn 
to live together in peace and harmony. 
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inson, Columbia Seminary professor, to 
terminology used in a record that ac- 
companies the film strip, “So Your Church 
Needs a Minister.” Dr. Robinson ob- 
jected to the use of the word “laws” in 
this production. Instead, the committee 
“heartily approved the phraseology used 
in the recording” and commended the 
Assembly’s committee “for a job well 
done.” This was adopted by the As- 
sembly unanimously. 

Most of the time of this committee re- 
port was consumed in answering an in- 
quiry from Winston-Salem Presbytery as 
to whether the presbytery can authorize 
its commission on the Minister and His 


U. S. G. A-—Birmingham 
Ad Interim Committees 


The following ad interim committees 
were authorized by the Birmingham As- 
sembly (members will be named by the 
Moderator) : 

On Marriage, Divorce and Re-Mar- 
riage. 

On Montreat: (1) ownership of prop- 
erty there; (2) use of Montreat property 
and facilities by boards, and agencies: 
(3) policies affecting work of boards, 
agencies and courts of the church; (4) 
Montreat College. 

The Lord’s Day. 

Salaries paid by Assembly boards and 
agencies. 

CONTINUED 

“United” or “Federated” Churches. 

Revision of Book of Church Order. 

Mass Communications. 


OTHER STUDIES 

Board of Annuities and Relief—pos- 
sible liberalization of annuity benefits. 

General Council—re-location of Coun- 
cil on Christian Relations. 

Minister and His Work—possible use 
of limited-term call of a pastor. 

Interchurch Relations—union with 
Reformed Church in America. 

Church Extension—organization and 
administration of new work on Homes 
and Christian Welfare. 


No Assembly in recent times has had 
so high a contribution by able and in- 
formed elders. They made marked 
contributions. 

* * * 

Next year’s host-pastor, E. Lee Stof- 
fel, First church, Charlotte, N. C., was 
a commissioner in Birmingham, taking 
notes and making extensive preparations 
for the Assembly’s entertainment in the 
midst of one of the greatest centers of 
Presbyterianism. With 108 ministers, 
109 churches and a membership moving 
toward 35,000, Mecklenburg Presbytery 
is larger than seven synods. 

* * * 

Applause in an Assembly that is spon- 

taneous and expressive is good. It gives 
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Work to appoint commissions to install 
ministers moving into new fields of serv- 
ice within the bounds of the same pres- 
bytery. The standing committee pro- 
posed a reply to presbytery indicating 
that the procedure is within constitutional 
bounds. 

Extended discussion was provoked in 
response to the question, Does a com- 
mission of presbytery have a right to ap- 
point another commission? J. W. Young, 
Morgan City, Miss., said the idea was out 
of line with the Book of Church Order. 
The Stated Clerk said a commission can 
be appointed only by court and the com- 
mission is not a court. R. L. St. Clair 
said a commission can conclude whatever 
business is referred to it and that the 
Winston-Salem procedure is within the 
constitutional framework. Harry B. 
Wade, Huntsville, Ala., permanent com- 
mittee chairman, said a presbytery can 
appoint a commission to do any of its 
tasks. 

The decisive word on this topic was 
spoken by Judge W. Kenneth Barnes, 
Dade City, Fla., who said, “It is a fun- 
damental rule of law that power dele- 
gated cannot be re-delegated” and the 
Assembly voted, in this way declaring the 
Winston-Salem procedure out of order. 


Monpbay EvEeNING 


Albert J. Kissling, Riverside church, 
Jacksonville, Fla., spoke to the Assem- 
bly in a specially scheduled sermon on 
hearing and heeding the voice of God. 
He pointed to the difficulty of grappling 
with current issues and situations, but 
he underscored the necessity of listening 
to what God has to say and following 
what he wants his church and people to 
do in relation to specific issues. He dealt 
with the race question, attacks of violence 
in some sections, legislation that jeopar- 
dizes the public school systems, and the 
failure to enact civil rights legislation. 

A special program on Christian Edu- 
cation featured the development and 
challenge of adult work, with Mrs. J. 
W. McQueen, of Albany, Ga., and Jarvis 
Barnes, of Atlanta, Ga., making the pre- 
sentation. 


commissioners an opportunity to express 
themselves and they need it. Many years 
ago Assemblies declared themselves in 
opposition to applause but it would seem 
that this is one good opportunity to make 
it clear that one Assembly cannot bind 
another. Most Presbyterian Assemblies 
that we know about have no restriction 
on applause. 
x * O* 

The meeting space required by an As- 
sembly makes it clear that few churches 
can handle the meeting—that is, the 
business or evening sessions. One sup- 
posed value in meeting in various cities 
is to bring the benefits of an Assembly to 
the people, but if they cannot be admitted 
for lack of space, the Assembly might 


Interchurch Relations 


When this was over the Assembly 
found itself face to face with one of its 
major concerns—the standing commit- 
tee’s report on Inter-church Relations, 
presented by Joseph M. Garrison, 
Greensboro, N. C. It was understood 
that there would be a minority report in 
opposition to the National Council of 
Churches. Kennedy Smartt, Scottdale, 
Ga., proposed that after the reports were 
presented that the Assembly proceed to 
vote without debate. He said, our minds 
are made up already on this issue and 
we need not discuss it. Colonel Miller 
said he shared the feeling and the ob- 
jective which Mr. Smartt had in mind, 
but he could not vote to close off debate 
on such an important question. The 
proposal to have no debate lost on a 
voice vote. 

Dr. Garrison started reading the re- 
port at 8:55, with a 10:30 adjournment 
limit already having been set the after- 
noon before. The chairman pointed out 
that the majority report was in line with 
the direction of the order of the 1956 
General Assembly (OuTLOoK, March 
18). However, the chairman said, when 
the committee got to the end of its report 
it almost undid what it had already done 
(OuTLooK, March 18). He said the 
committee had amended the original 
statement because if charges are to be 
made against the Councils, then the 
charges should be cited, and he felt that 
the amended form as proposed by the 
committee would now say what the As- 
sembly wanted to say. 

There was no change in the final para- 
graph. As amended the statement reads: 

“Your committee shares in the deep con- 
cern of many over questionable pronounce- 
ments on social, economic, and political 
questions. We are in agreement that the 
Christian faith must be announced not 
in principle alone, but must be applied to 
the concrete realities of the central situ- 
ation in which we find ourselves. For 
that reason, we do not quarrel with the 
efforts of the National Council to relate 
the faith to all aspects of our individual 
and corporate life. It is all too easy at 


times, however, for religious leaders to 
make pronouncements on intricate ques- 





as well be a thousand miles away. 
. * * 


In North Alabama Presbytery every 
pastor has been registered for the Oc- 
tober 10-13, Miami men’s convention, as 
urged by the General Assembly. Some 
layman will lead the service the Sunday 
they are away. 

x * x 

Charles L. King, in his talk to the 
elders at the Monday breakfast, told 
about the minister who prayed the Lord 
to extend his blessings to the humble 
and the pure only to be asked by one 
of his men why he was discriminating 
against the Gulf? (Since Humble Oil 
is the name for Standard in Texas, men 
from the ESSO areas were not quite sure 
about all this.) 








tions in which they are amateurs, and to 
go beyond the persuasive role of the 
church in confronting the world with the 
gospel by becoming political lobbyists or 
partisan advocates. We are convinced 
that, with all good intentions, the Coun- 
cil has on some occasions seemed to suc- 
cumb to this temptation and has, there- 
fore, embarrassed the members of its con- 
stituent churches. As a church, we de- 
plore this. Although we feel that we 
ought to maintain our membership in the 
National Council, we also feel that the 
Council should avoid extreme public pro- 
nouncements which may compromise the 
role of the church as a witness to the 
gospel above party, class, or social theory. 

“We also strongly protest the utterances 
of individual staff or Council members 
who seemingly speak for the Council and 
its member churches, yet speak only their 
personal views. Although the Council 
disclaims responsibility for the public 
utterances of such individuals, it is om 
opinion that the Council does have some 
responsibility in this regard, and should 
do all within its power to discourage such 
utterances, and give due publicity to the 
correction of such misunderstandings as 
arise from this source.” 

When Irvin Elligan, Richmond, Va., 
said that “If we don’t have instances of 
what they have done then we should not 
make such a charge as this,’ Dr. Gar- 
rison said, “We wrote this in the future 
tense instead of the past.” 

Without further discussion or explana- 
tion this amendment was adopted. 


Voted, then Rescinded 

Then, in a strange and unintentional 
parliamentary action, the motion to adopt 
the majority report was put and it was 
carried by a voice vote. It was pointed 
out that the vote should not have been 
put until after the presentation of the 
minority report and the Assembly re- 
opened the question and called for the 
minority position, which was presented 
by E. M. Deaton, Gainesville, Fla., elder. 
From the committee membership of 37, 
three ministers and seven elders signed 
the minority report. Instead of calling 
for a severed relationship with the Na- 
tional Council, it asked that the question 
be submitted to the presbyteries for their 
advice. (This was done on the Federal 
Council issue ten years ago.) Signers 
of the report besides Mr. Deaton included 
W. Calvin Wells, 3d, Jackson, Miss.; 
J. L. Gourley, Marion, N. C.; J. B. 
Robinson, Centreville, Miss.; L. K. 
Stuart, Stanton, Tenn.; O. F. Timmons, 
Waynesboro, Miss.; R. C. Lake, Sr., 
Whitmire, S. C. The three ministers 
were: Calvin C. Thielman, Waynesville, 
N. C.; Paul W. Gess, Grundy, Va.; and 
E. P. Nichols, Covington, Ga. 

The minority report, offered as a sub- 
stitute, obviously hampered the discus- 
sion, because people on both sides of the 
issue did not debate reference to the pres- 
bytery so much as the merits or demerits 
of the Council. ‘Therefore, in such in- 
stances it becomes a sort of game to try 
to talk about the main matter with refer- 
ence to the pending motion. 

Colonel Miller was the first speaker. 
He said: 


“We tend to think of the National 
Council as a sort of fifth wheel. Instead, 
it consists of the leadership of Protestant- 
ism in America. . . . These people are the 
National Council. We've got our think- 
ing a little out of focus. Why is this true? 
It is because hearsay, rumor and gossip 
have been repeated as fact and accepted 
as fact. Ordinarily, this might not be im- 
portant, but here we have been doing this 
about the church of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and it sometimes becomes false witness, 
which is serious enough in a civil court, 
but it is far more serious in a church 
court. If we repeat such rumors then we 
are serving the father of lies.” 

He said he was distressed to see the 
minority report appear in the Blue Book 
because he happened to know at first- 
hand some things that were contrary to 
statements in that report. He denied 
that the Council office in Washington is 
a lobby, or that the Council had appoint- 
ed anybody to organize labor in the 
South, or that it is pacifist in its aims. 

He said that when there is talk about 
referring this question to the grassroots 
it should be understood that those who 
make up the Assembly are the grassroots 
and it is far better and more important 
to discuss such items at the Assembly 
level where there are sources of adequate 
and reliable information. 

He was followed by R. L. Kinnaird, 
Christiansburg, Va., who said that it 
would be “in the interest of harmony to 
let all our presbyteries investigate this 
and then they would never charge the 
General Assembly with railroading this 
matter. Now let’s air this thing quietly 
in the presbyteries [the Assembly roared 
with laughter at the suggestion of this 
possibility] and have it settled once-for- 
all.” 


Land Statement 


John S. Land, New Orleans, one of the 
church’s National Council representa- 
tives, said criticism of some actions are to 
be expected just as they were with Isaiah, 
Amos and our Lord. He said we hear 
only of the pronouncements, and they are 
greatly misunderstood, but the National 
Council of Churches is far more than 
this. He said he could not think of any- 
thing that would disturb the church more 
than to have every presbytery faced with 
the necessity of voting on a question like 
this. 

Joseph L. Auten, Richmond, Va., said 
it is bad enough that 500 or 600 of us 
who have come to this Assembly have 
received the kind of literature that has 
been sent out in opposition to the Coun- 
cils, but to have our whole church flooded 
with this sort of thing for the next vear 
would be unthinkable. He was vigor- 
ously applauded by the Assembly. Hugh 
W. McClure, 3d, Wetumpka, Ala., op- 
posed sending the matter to the presby- 
teries. 

Hayes Clark, Lexington, Miss.. said 
he was not afraid of the men who come 
to the presbyteries of our church. It 
is much more Presbyterian to let men 


vote on these matters in the presbyteries 
than to applaud in the house of the Lord. 
Not a one of you can tell which side of 
this question I am on. (Laughter.) You 
may laugh, but you will have to pre- 
judge. You won’t applaud for me. I 
don’t want applause. I want to know 
the will of God. What is best for our 
church? I don’t know, but I am willing 
to answer before my presbytery. 

The question was called, the vote was 
put, and the substitute motion presented 
by the minority was defeated by so large 
a vote that no one suggested the neces- 
sity of having it counted. Estimates vary 
from 2-1 to 3-1 and even more. The only 
comparable test came on a later issue 
where the recorded vote was 220-88. 

Only other matter in this report to 
provoke any discussion was an answer 
to an overture from Potomac Presbytery 
requesting an ad interim committee to 
study Biblical teachings regarding prop- 
er observances of the Lord’s Day. 

The permanent committee itself had 
conducted a study of the work of the 
Lord’s Day Alliance as requested by the 
last Assembly and it asked the Presby- 
terian representatives in this organiza- 
tion: 

“To bring to the attention of the Board 
(of the Lord’s Day Alliance) certain un- 
favorable criticisms which have arisen 
in the Presbyterian Church U. S. to the 
effect that the program of the Alliance 
has become ‘archaic’ and its methods lack 
freshness and vigor and that the man- 
agement be requested to make a fresh 
study of its program and procedures with 
a view to increes'ng its efficiency and ex- 
panding the influence and usefulness of 
the organization.” 

Harry M. Moffett proposed instead 
that the matter be referred to the Board 
of Christian Education for study and 
report, but Charles C. Cowsert, Alex- 
andria, Va., appealed for the special 
ad interim committee, as also did An- 
drew R. Bird, Jr., Huntington, W. Va., 
who said, “There is a weakness today 
because of a lack of a positive stand by 
the church on this question.” 

G. W. R. Davidson, Macon, Ga., pro- 
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posed instead that the presbytery be re- 
ferred to Paragraphs 311, 314 in the 
Book of Church Order for a discussion 
of the Sabbath. 

The substitute motions were defeated 
and the ad interim study was approved. 

Upon recommendation of the Inter- 
church Relations Committee the Assem- 
bly referred exploration of a possible 
union with the Reformed Church in 
America (OuTLOOK, April 22) to the per- 
manent committee on Interchurch Rela- 
tions for study and report next year. 

It accepted an invitation to send a fra- 
ternal delegate to the unifying General 
Synod of the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church and the Congregational-Chris- 
tian churches in Cleveland, Ohio, June 
25-27. 

In an effort to provide reliable infor- 
mation about the work of the National 
Council of Churches, the Assembly tock 
this action: 

“Since the General Assembly has re- 
affirmed its position and participation in 
the National Council of Churches the As- 
sembly requests the permanent commit- 
tee on Interchurch Relations to procure 
and disseminate good educational mate- 
rial from the National Council of Churches 
to the churches of our Assembly that they 
may be informed concerning the work of 
the Council.” 

The Assembly adjourned at 10:30 
o'clock. 


TuEsDAY MorNING 

Following the period of worship, the 
Assembly devoted itself to the report of 
the standing committee on Christian Ed- 
ucation, led by Harry G. Goodvkoontz, 
Louisville, Ky. 

This report went through easily and 
without delay. 

A request for an ad interim study for 
the purpose of bringing order out of a 
confused situation in regard to the “parts 
of trial,” or the required work that is 
to be done by candidates for the ministry 
before they are ordained, was referred 
by the Assembly to the committee revis- 
ing the Book of Church Order. The 
recommendations of the Board of Chris- 





Presbyterian U. S. Series 


of 
THE PROTESTANT HOUR 
on the 1957 Forward With Christ theme 
of Christian Citizenship 
Speaker: : 





Rev. Kenneth 
G. Phifer 
Topic for 

Sun., May 19 

““A People and 

Their Politics” 


Consult local newspapers for time 
and station 
Write for copies of Messages 
Division of Radio and Television 
1805 Clifton Road, N. E. 
Atlanta 6, Georgia 








LOOK 





tian Education (OurLoox, April 29) 
were adopted essentially as submitted. 


Church Extension 


The report on Church Extension by 
Andrew R. Bird, Jr., was also quickly 
adopted. One of the major recommen- 
dations in this report asks each presby- 
tery to seek to raise capital funds as a 
part of the united effort to raise $1,000, 
000 for church building purposes during 
the Church Extension season of this year, 
with the understanding that presbyteries 
are to retain to their own use 80% of all 
supplemental offerings taken within their 
bounds and remit 20% to the Atlanta 
board for distribution to areas of par- 
ticular need. 


Christian Relations 

In presenting the standing committee’s 
report on Christian Relations, Colonel 
Miller introduced it by saying, “We are 
trying to say here some of the things that 
Ed Grant said to us Sunday evening.” 

Slight changes were made in the re- 
port as submitted by the Council on 
Christian Relations (OuTLOoK, May 6). 
There was little discussion of the report 


on Freedom—The Christian Concept. 
One elder moved deletion of the entire 
reference to the Koinonia Farm in Amer- 
icus, Ga., because he said there was no 
way to investigate the situation and the 
Assembly had no right to make a declara- 
tion. Dr. Fifield, who earlier had asked 
that one phrase be deleted, as was done, 
said, “‘We have not condemned the state 
of Georgia or the people of Americus, Ga. 
These things have been substantiated by 
qualified and reliable people.” 

When the motion to delete the para- 
graph was defeated then the paper as a 
whole was adopted, with only a few 
scattering votes in opposition. 
Literature Attached 

Meridian Presbytery had sent up an 
overture condemning the Board of Wom- 
en’s Work and Christian Education, 
along with the Council on Christian Re- 
lations, charging them with an effort to 
“prepare the church to accept a proposed 
political form of integration of races 
and other political changes as our Chris- 
tian duty.” It wanted an investigation 
of the literature. 

The standing committee was unani- 
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mous in anwering this report in the neg- 
ative and the chairman said he disliked 
to read the overture and would not do so 
unless required. After it was read, W. 
J. Stanway, Hattiesburg, Miss., pastor, 
said that a number of churches and wom- 
en’s organizations this year had refused 
to use some of the literature from the 
Board of Women’s Work, and for many 
years literature for the Senior-Hi young 
people had been discussed at presbyteries. 
He said the gospel has social implica- 
tions, but he doubted the wisdom of the 
church courts getting into any of these 
areas. He said he doubted the propriety 
of the church courts saying things about 
race relations in a political way and he 
referred to a Confession of Faith refer- 
ence about “intermeddling in civil af- 
fairs.” 

Henry Greeson, Oklahoma City elder, 
said use of the Board’s literature is not 
compulsory. 

Hugh McClure, 3d, supported the 
standing committee and declared: 

“Some consciences are afraid of the 
Scriptures because too much change will 
come to their lives. To many, the Bible 
is a front and not an infallible rule of 
faith and practice. I commend whole- 
heartedly the Boards of Women’s Work 


and Christian Education for their efforts 
to open to us the Scriptures.” 


Merle Patterson, Montgomery, Ala., 
pastor, said that people in his city during 
the past 16 months have lived in a rather 
tense climate. The greatest need we have 
had in a very tense community is to be 
allowed the freedom to breathe and think 
without being called non-Christians. We 
can still differ about questions. It is 
a great mistake to feel that we have the 
truth. ‘Ihe time may come when we will 
have freedom of speech in Montgomery. 
In closing, he said, this is not a strong 
speech, but it is one I have been waiting 
to make for 16 months. 

F. W. Langham, Dallas, Texas, said 
he did not agree with the reasons stated 
in the overture, but he said those were 
serious charges against the boards and 
there should be a committee to investigate 
such charges. 

Colonel Miller said the Assembly has 
agencies and if we don’t like what they 
are doing we can change the boards and 
they can fire the executives. An investi- 
gation would be a way to continue to 
confuse the church and stir it up need- 
lessly. Our committee thought the charges 
so unfair and unsubstantiated that they 
did not deserve the attention of the As- 
sembly. 

The committee was supported with 
only a few scattering votes in opposition. 
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As requested in some overtures to the 
Assembly, a new ad interim committee 
was authorized for study of the question 
of marriage, divorce and re-marriage 
against the background of two earlier 
studies that have been made on this sub- 
ject and considered by the presbyteries. 
A report is called for in 1958. 

It was shown that last year’s vote on 
the question of changing the church’s 
standards on this topic was defeated 55- 
29, failing to get a majority vote when 
a three-fourths vote is required. (An 
earlier proposed revision was defeated 
in 1954, 40-36, with eight presbyteries. 
not voting. ) 

The possible relocation of the Council 
on Christian Relations was referred back 
to the General Council for further study 
and recommendation. 


The Survey 


Last of the standing committees to 
report was the one on The Survey. This 
was the first time the Assembly has ever 
had a report by a standing committee 
on The Survey. Chairman of the com- 
mittee was Robert Karsch, Columbia, Mo., 
who said only one member of the com- 
mittee had given this as his first choice, 
but by the time the report was finished 
every member was gratified at the ex- 
perience he had had. 

The Every-Family Plan was approved 
and adopted and the subscription rate 
to The Survey was reduced from $1.60 to 
$1, effective next November, if a church 
subscribes to the monthly publication for 
every home in the congregation. Under- 
writing of this project during the next 
year, it is estimated, will approximate 
$64,000 (last year the boards and agen- 
cies of the church contributed $30,821 
to underwrite The Survey, with the cir- 
culation reported at 43,000. The year 
before the deficit was $28,032, with the 
circulation at 37,000). 

Strong support of the increased effort 
was given by Henry L. Reeves, Florence, 
S. C., Theodore Pratt, promotion director 
of The Survey, Warner DuBose, Jr., 
chairman of the board of directors of 
The Survey, Mrs. L. M. McCutchen, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Board of Wom- 
en’s Work, and the Mcederator, Dr. 
Elliott. 

Among the concluding items of busi- 
ness was the report of two judicial com- 
missions that had met during the long 
hours of the Assembly. Dr. Fifield as 
chairman reported for the one consider- 
ing the case of Arthur A. Froelich against 
the Synod of Fla. The presbytery had 
severed his relationship to the Maitland 
church and complaints against this ac- 
tion had gone to the synod and from there 
to the Assembly. The Assembly’s com- 
mission unanimously failed to sustain 
any of the specifications in the complaint. 


In the other case Ryan L. Wood was 
chairman of the case concerning Ray- 
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mond W. Rien, formerly of the Living- 
ston, Ala., church. Involved in this case 
were claims which were said to have been 
made to degrees from certain foreign 
universities, the failure of Tuscaloosa 
Presbytery in refusing to try the min- 
ister as requested by the session and 
dismissing him instead to another pres- 
bytery. It was also said in the complaint 
that the synod should have reviewed the 
case and directed Tuscaloosa Presbytery 
to a proper disposition of it. A hurried 
decision in reaching a conclusion is also 
pointed to. The complaint was sustained 
in part and the Synod of Alabama was 
exhorted in the future to observe more 
closely the provisions of the Book of 
Church Order. One dissent was filed on 
the ground that the General Assembly 
itself should have sent the case back down 
the line to the synod and presbytery for 
trial. 

Since a judicial commission of the 
Assembly is final authority its report is 
simply received and entered in the rec- 
ords of the Assembly. 

In response to an overture from Con- 
garee Presbytery (S. C.) the Stated Clerk 
declared that the object of the overture 
had been achieved by the Assembly with 
regard to observing state and city laws 
prohibiting the mixing of white and Ne- 
gro races in public during the General 
Assembly. 

Within the Assembly itself Negro com- 
missioners were treated, as the Assembly 
has declared must be done—like any 
other commissioners. They were, how- 
ever, housed in a Negro motel. 


Resolution Offered 


The resolution of thanks was pre- 
sented to the Assembly by James L. 
Fowle. 

At this time Colonel Miller received 
permission from the Assembly to in- 
troduce a new item of business. So late 
in a meeting, any new item must be 
introduced only with the permission of 
the court. His resolution provides that 
when a minority report, printed in the 
Blue Book, contains grave charges that 
some member of this court knows to be 
unsubstantiated, erroneous or false, the 
Assembly shall, at the discretion of the 
Moderator, permit an answer to be given 
to such charges in this court. The As- 
sembly voted 220-88 to adopt the resolu- 
tion. Although the lines were not clearly 
drawn, there were some indications that 
many people who voted for the National 
Council favored this and many who were 
opposed to it voted against it, since the 
minority report in the Blue Book this 
time dealt with National Council matters. 

With the reading of the minutes and 
the closing period of worship, the As- 
sembly adjourned by 1:00 p.m. and had 
its picture taken in front of the South 
Highland Church, even though a good 
many commissioners had already gone 
home. 
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| Wilbur La Roe Said: | 


NOTE—Some of the paragraphs already 
on file with us at the time of Dr. La Roe’s 
death will appear here until they have been 
completed.—Editors. 





Intestinal Fortitude. Too many non- 
churchmen think that a man must be 
somewhat of a sissy to be a churchman. 
The truth is that it takes real courage 
to be an effective churchman in these 
days. Sissies cannot put up a fight 
against the mad rush for money, broken 
homes, race prejudice, gambling, liquor, 
juvenile and adult delinquency. The 
church calls for red-blooded men who 
are not afraid to put up a fight when a 
battle is called for. 





PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 








NOTE—U.S. refers to the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern); USA, to the 
Presbyterian Church, USA; NCC to the 
National Council of Churches; WCC to 
the World Council of Churches. 


MAY 

Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), Ruth. 

Hymn-of-the-Month (U. S.) Fairest Lord 
Jesus, Hymnbook 135. 

May 12, Pensions Sunday (USA); Moth- 
er’s Day. 

May 14, Pre-Assembly Conference on 
Evangelism, Omaha, Nebr. 

May 15, North American Com., World 
Council of Christian Education. 

May 16-22, 169th General Assembly 
(USA), Omaha, Nebr. 

May 18-24, Annual Church Conference of 
Social Work, NCC. 

May 19, Rural Life Sunday (U.S.). 

May 20-21, Theological Commission on 
Worship in North America, Faith and 
Order Commission, WCC. 

May 21, Church of Scotland General As- 
sembly, Edinburgh. 

May 22, Radio Committee, Broadcasting 
and Film Commission, NCC. 

May 26, Rural Life Sunday (USA). 

May 30, Memorial Day. 

May 31-June 5, WCC Division of Inter- 
church Aid and Service to Refugees, 
Eastbourne, England. 


JUNE 

Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), Psalms, 
Book 1 

Hymn-of-the-Month (U. S.) Jesus, thou 
joy of loving hearts, Hymnbook 215. 

June 1-30, General Fund agencies season 
(U. S.). 

June 2, Montreat Sunday (U. S.). 

June 4-7, General Synod, Associate Re- 
formed Presbyterian Church, Little 
Rock, Ark. 

June 5, General Assembly, Presbyterian 
Church of Canada, Vancouver, B. C. 
June 6-11, General Synod, Reformed 
Church in America, Buck Hill Falls, Pa. 
June 9, Pentecost (Whitsunday), Chil- 
dren’s Day; Christian Unity Sunday, 

NCC. 

June 12-17, General Assembly, United 
Presbyterian Church, New Concord, 
Ohio. 

June 20, Cumberland Presbyterian Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

June 24, Montreat Conferences open. 
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A Man of Peace in a World of Strife 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for May 26, 1957 
Genesis 26:17-29 


The first eleven chapters of Genesis 
describe “The Need for a Covenant 
People”; the remaining chapters deal 
with ‘‘The Founders of the Covenant 
People”: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and 
Joseph. Our last two lessons have given 
pictures of Abraham, the Friend of God; 
the present one gives us a picture of 
Isaac, a man of peace. 

In Genesis 17 we read how God’s 
promise came to Abraham and to Sarah, 
aged 100 and 99, respectively, that a 
son should be born to them in their great 
age, and that he should inherit the bless- 
ings of the covenant which God had made 
with Abraham. This came to pass, in 
spite of the parents’ incredulity, and the 
boy Isaac became the joy of their lives, 
a gentle, manly boy, devout and generous 
and just, one of whom any parent might 
well be proud, the worthy child of the 
divine covenant. 

“Not much is told us of Isaac’s youth 
and young manhood. His name means 
‘laughter,’ a name descriptive of his kind- 
ly, sunshiny nature. He does not seem 
to have been a man of forceful, adven- 
turous character. At any rate when it 
came time for him to marry, instead of 
setting forth for himself to find a wife, 
Abraham sent on behalf of the young 
man a sagacious servant, Eliezer, who 
won for Isaac his kinswoman from far- 
off Mesopotamia, the sprightly Rebekah, 
whose vigor and enterprise made up for 
all that Isaac may have lacked in these 
directions. Our lesson gives glimpses of 
Isaac after the death of his mother Sarah 
and his father Abraham, and after the 
birth of his twin sons, Jacob and Esau. 
Isaac was Now, in succession to his father, 
the head of the family in Canaan.” 


Scene |. Gerar 


Gerar was the last city of the maritime 
plain on the road from Palestine to 
Egypt. Evidently at this time it was a 
town of some importance. It was the 
chief city of the Philistines, and the resi- 
dence of their king, whose name, or more 
probably whose title, was Abimelech. At 
a later period the Philistines occupied 
the entire stretch of low country lying 
along the Mediterranean west of Canaan, 
and between the Israelities and the Phil- 
istines there were many deadly feuds. At 
this time the Philistines, who came orig- 
inally from Crete, were just beginning 
to get a foothold in the land. Abraham 
had made a covenant with one of their 
earlier kings, also called Abimelech 
(Genesis 20), and apparently the Phil- 
istines had continued on friendly terms 
with the family of Abraham since that 
time. 

Isaac had been dwelling in the south- 
ern part of Canaan. This is the least 
fertile part of the Holy Land, and the 
most scantily supplied with water. 
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“When the rains fail in the Negeb 
(translated the south in the KJv) it be- 
comes scarcely distinguishable from the 
desert on which it: abuts; the torrent 
courses are wholly dry; the crops fail; 
the hillsides are covered with a sapless, 
straw-colored herbage, from which even 
goats can extract no nourishment; the 
stunted bushes and shrubs which dot the 
plains and slopes grow dry and leafless, 
and the scanty population is forced to 
seek shelter and substance elsewhere.” 
(George Rawlinson in “‘Men of the Bible’”’.) 

Such a famine had now descended 
upon the land (25:1), and Isaac with his 
household and his flocks moved down into 
the fertile plain, the country occupied 
by the Philistines. While he was resid- 
ing there four events took place which 
we shall briefly notice. 

1. He received a communication from 
God, 26:2-5. We are told that God ap- 
peared unto him in Gerar, how we do 
not know, perhaps in a dream, perhaps 
in a vision, perhaps in some deep spirit- 
ual experience in which the patriarch was 
conscious that God was present and 
speaking to his heart. In any case we 
should recall that “the last recorded vis- 
ion was at the sacrifice of Isaac more 
than sixty years before” (chapter 22). 
These revelations were not so frequent as 
they seem to us, as we read one event 
rapidly after the other, but just sufficient 
to keep up the knowledge of God, and 
the faith of the patriarchs in line of the 
chosen people and of the promised seed. 
The purpose of the communication was 
twofold. First, to forbid Isaac to leave 
the promised land. Evidently his orig- 
inal purpose had been to go past Gerar 
on down into Egypt. Second, to renew 
to Isaac the covenant promise originally 
made to Abraham. 

We should note that this is the fourth 
recurrence of the promise (not counting 
the many repetitions made to Abraham). 
The promise was, first, that the human 
race should some day conquer sin (Gen- 
esis 3:15); second, that God would be 
in some peculiar sense the God of Shem, 
representing one segment of the human 
race (9:26); third, that in Abraham, 
one of the many descendants of Shem, 
all the nations of the earth should be 
blessed (12:1-2), and fourth, that the 
promise made to Abraham should be ful- 
filled through Isaac, one of the sons of 
Abraham (26:3-5). 

2. He deceived Abimelech regarding 
his wife, 26:6-11. Isaac committed the 
same sin regarding Rebekah which Abra- 
ham had twice committed regarding 
Sarah, and perhaps because of his 
father’s example. 

“He feared, like Abraham, lest his wife’s 
beauty should attract the regard of some 


among the men of the place, who would 
wish to contract a marriage with her and 
if they knew that he was her husband 
would kill him in order to make the mar- 
riage lawful. In such a rude state of 
society there can be no doubt that such 
a course of procedure was quite possible, 
and that Isaac’s apprehensions were far 
from visionary. The lives of foreigners 
were seldom held as much account in 
ancient communities, and the Philistine 
community at Gerar was certainly not 
one in which the reign of law and order 
could be regarded as firmly established. 
Isaac, therefore, might reasonably con- 
sider that his life would be in danger if 
the real nature of his relations with 
Rebekah were known.” 


But of course his actions cannot be 
excused, and the story is told only to 
illustrate the moral weakness of the pa- 
triarchs and the protection which was 
accorded by God to the ancestors of the 
Israelite people in spite of their own 
unworthy actions. 

3. He became prosperous, 26:12-16. 
Abraham had had large possessions of 
flocks and herds. Isaac, it seems, was 
the first of the patriarchs to practice 
agriculture. His ventures were eminently 
successful. His first crops yielded him a 
hundred-fold. Sixty-fold was not un- 
usual in Palestine. A hundred-fold was 
rare, and only in spots of extraordinary 
fertility. Babylonia, however, yielded 
two- and three hundred-fold. according 
to Herodotus. 

Isaac also had other sources of revenue. 

“Cattle, sheep and goats gave him an 
abundance of meat, milk, butter, wool and 
leather, as well as much with which to 
trade. His household consisted, besides 
his immediate family, of a large number 
of slaves and free servants, who cared 
for his animals as well as for his personal 
belongings and comfort, and also served 
as protection from robbers.” 

4. He encountered the ill will of the 
Philistines, 26:17-22. Being human, 
they envied Isaac because he, a foreigner, 
was more successful than they. (Does 
this help to explain the rise of anti- 
Semitism today?) They determined to 
drive him out of the land. To do this 
they stopped up the wells which Abraham 
his father had dug and on which Isaac 
depended for his water. This was a 
common Oriental course for driving away 
unwelcome or hostile neighbors. We 
should remember that wells were of price- 
less value to the large owners of cattle 
and sheep. The Philistines therefore had 
adopted the most malignant method of 
spiting the Hebrews and of rendering 
their continued sojourn in the land im- 
possible. As Rawlinson points out: 

“Such a measure is one of extreme hos- 
tility, implying great bitterness of feel- 
ing, and foreshadowing an internecine 
war, unless something were done to ap- 
pease the angry temper that had been 
called into existence on both sides.” 

Abimelech saw the peril of the situa- 
tion, and met it in what was probably 
the best way. Go from us, he said to 
Isaac, for thou art much mightier than 
we. He said, in effect: Go from the 
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near vicinity of the city, withdraw to a 
greater distance, remember that you are 
here on sufferance; it is my country, not 


yours—you were received into it as a 
sojourner under the pressure of famine. 
The famine is now over; is it not time 


for you to retire and leave us? 

Isaac, without standing up for his 
rights, withdrew to the valley of Gerar. 
There with great expense and much 
trouble he dug again the wells which his 
father had dug. He also dug a well in 
the valley and uncovered a _ sizeable 
spring. (Wells were of two kinds, those 
which had living water, that is, springs 
to draw from, and those which only 
stored up the rainfall.) He thought, no 
doubt, that he was so far from the city 
that he would not be molested. But the 
well, which was fed by a subterranean 
spring, was especially valuable and the 
Philistines said, ““The land is ours, and 
therefore the well is ours.” Isaac there- 
upon surrendered the well without a 
word, and dug another one for himself, 
one which was doubtless still farther 
from the city. But this also was claimed 
by the Philistines. Isaac removed still 
farther from Gerar, and once more dug 
himself a well. This time he was not 
disturbed. He called the place, there- 
fore, Rehoboth, which means “Broad 
Places,” or “Room,” saying “For now 
Jehovah has made room for us, and we 
shall be fruitful in the land.” 
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Scene Il. Beersheba 
Isaac left Rehoboth after a short while 
and came to Beersheba. This was a re- 
turn in the direction of Gerar (Beer- 
sheba is in the southernmost part of 
Canaan and only a few miles east of 
Gerar), and was therefore a venturesome 
step to take, exposing him anew to the 
enmity of the Philistines. In Beersheba 
there occurred two events of importance. 
1. He received a communication from 
God, 26:23-25. In a dream, or in a 
vision or in some other manner, God 
appeared to him, renewed the promise 
originally made to Abraham and said, 
“Fear not, I am with thee.” The words 
of encouragement were probably spoken 
in reference to the hostility which Isaac 
had recently experienced and to which 
he was now subjected, and to his lone- 
liness in the land of his sojourning. They 
indicate that Isaac was a little afraid 
of what the Philistines might do, and 
that he carried his troubles to the Lord. 
2. He entered into a covenant with 
Abimelech, 26:26-33. When the king 
of Gerar heard that Isaac was dwelling 
at Beersheba he came to visit him, ac- 
companied by two of the most important 
members of his kingdom, Ahuzzath—not 
‘one of his friends,” as in the KJv but 
“his adviser,” as in the rSv, a technical 
term designating one of the officials of 
the royal court, corresponding to our 
“Secretary of State’—and Philcol, the 
head of the army. Abimelech had come 
to the conclusion that Isaac’s prosperity 
could be explained only by the special 
blessing of God (this did not mean that 
Abimelech recognized the Lord as the 
only true God, but he was ready to admit 
that he was the God of Isaac), and that 
it would be wise, therefore, for him to 
come to terms with so powerful a person. 
He suggested a covenant or, as we 
should say, a treaty of peace. We should 
remember, as Rawlinson says, that ‘‘with- 
out a covenant, alien tribes in the then- 
existing state of society lived in a condi- 
tion of hostility, lifted each other’s cattle, 
received each other’s slaves, stole each 
other’s water, damaged each other in 
every way that was possible. Abimelech 
proposed that Isaac on the part of his 
people should covenant to do none of 
these things. Though it is not so ex- 
pressed, he no doubt intended that the 
engagement should be reciprocal, neither 
tribe would injure the other, and he pro- 
posed that the covenant should be con- 
firmed on either side by an oath.” 
Isaac was rather surprised at their 
coming (verse 27). He must have been 


AUTHORS WANTED 
BY N.Y. PUBLISHER 


New lurk, N. Y.—One of the nation’s 
largest book publishers is seeking manu 
scripts of all types—fiction, non-fiction, 
poetry. Special attention to new writers. 
If your work is ready for publication, 
send for booklet P.—it’s free. Vantage 
Press, 120 W. 31st St., New York 1. 





more surprised at their speech (cf. es- 
pecially “we have done unto thee noth- 
ing but good”), nevertheless he enter- 
tained them royally, and the next morn- 
ing entered into the desired covenant. In 
this way the peace which Isaac had al- 
ready sacrificed so much to maintain was 
assured. 


The Lesson Applied 

1. To individuals. The two things 
that stand out most clearly in this con- 
nection are: 

(1) The sin of envy. “And the man 
became rich . . . so that the Philistines 
envied him” (26:13-14). How true it 
is to human nature. Frank Crane once 
asked : 

“Are you envious? Do you feel a little 
pang at even your best friend’s good for- 
tune? You talk a good deal about reform, 
and crooked business, and rogues in poli- 
tics, and the wickedness of those in high 
places, how much of this is just plain 
nasty envy, and would be entirely purged 
from your bosom if you were suddenly 
to become rich and powerful? If you are 
a plain girl, do you have a certain resent- 
ment toward girls more beautiful than 
yourself? If you are awkward, do you 
hate those who are charming? Anybody 
can sympathize with failure and sorrow; 
can you sympathize with prosperity and 
good fortune?” 

Who are the people that we are in- 
clined to envy? What good comes from 
such envy? What evil? Do you know 
of business or social or professional or 
personal rivalries in your city which 
could have been averted? How? What 
are some of our modern substitutes for 
stopping up wells? 

(2) The virtue of magnanimity. Isaac 
was a lover of peace. When his wells 
were stopped up, he moved on to other 
fields. Did he do right, or should he 
have stood up for his rights? Isaac was 
magnanimous. Seemingly he bore no 
grudges against those who had done him 
a wrong. Or think of that man, prom- 
inent in American life, of whom it was 
once said in one of our popular maga- 
zines, ‘He never fails to repay a friend 
or an enemy?” Which was wiser, he or 
Isaac? Which would you say was the 
stronger man? Which expresses more 
nearly the spirit of Christ? What did 
Isaac lose by his magnanimity? What 
did he gain? 

2. To nations. The lesson has indi- 
vidual applications, but it also has a 
larger significance. Abimelech was the 
head of a tribe, and Isaac was the leader 
of a rival tribe. Isaac preserved peace 
for his people by what we could call 
today a policy of appeasement. It was 
the right policy in Isaac’s case. But 
suppose it had not been possible for 
Isaac to move to other lands and to dig 
other wells. Should a nation ever sur- 
render any of its rights to preserve the 
peace? When should it yield? When 
should it refuse to yield? 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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The Moderators Remember 


Elected, After 4 Hours 
By WM. LINDSAY YOUNG 


The first and most vivid memory is 
the hour I was elected to the high office. 
To say that I was overwhelmed with a 
sense of inadequacy is an understatement. 
The election itself broke all records in 
time consumption; over four hours, as 
ballots were cast for six candidates. We 
rushed through the evening program after 
which I retired to my room. My feeling 
of unworthiness sent me to sleepless 
despair. I rose from my bed, phoned a 
college classmate in the same hotel and 
asked to see him. He got out of bed to 
let me enter. There, together, on our 
knees, we asked Divine Providence for 
guidance and strength. I returned to my 
room and slept peacefully. 


A second memory is my first meeting 
with the General Council. I had never 
attended its meeting and knew very little 
of how it actually functions; nor did I 
have any previous association with the 
men who were its members. It seemed 
to me that the important business of this 
body called for a seasoned veteran, not 
a novice, to serve as its chairman. But 
the opening prayer, by one of these con- 
secrated laymen, and the kindly counsel 
of the Stated Clerk, Dr. Pugh, gave me 
some peace of mind. This was the be- 
ginning of many experiences that led me 
to see and appreciate the devotion of the 
lay people in our church. 

The moderatorial office is never an 
easy one to fill. The year 1940-41 was 
a difficult year because it was not a nor- 
mal one. Wars and rumors of wars made 
for a certain emotional instability across 
the land. Time after time I felt I had 
to answer questions of a controversial 
nature, knowing full well when I did so 
some of my brethren would sharply dis- 
agree with my point of view. Particularly 
difficult were press conferences in the 
major cities all over the country. To 
evade newspaper reporters is cowardly. 
To be completely non-commital would 
dishonor the church. To be fearful of 
public criticism hardly seemed consistent 
for anyone who professed to be a follower 
of One who was crucified for the con- 
victions we proclaim in his name. Every- 
where I went the question was relent- 
lessly present—Has the church leader- 
ship a point of view in an hour of con- 
fusion ? 

While I made mistakes, the warm- 
hearted loyalty of my brethren was an 
unfailing source of strength and inspira- 
tion. For this memory, I am profoundly 
grateful. 


DR. YOUNG, of Los Angeles, directs the 
Western Divisional office of the National 
Conference of Christians and Jews. He was 
Moderator of the 1940 USA Assembly in 
Rochester, N. Y. 
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The Moderators Remember 


The Rural Pastors 
By SAM HIGGINBOTTOM 


Looking back over eighteen years, this 
ex-Moderator remembers the great fel- 
lowship and friendliness of the Presby- 
terian Church. My wife accompanied 
me on much of the extended tours. Every- 
where we were welcomed and made to 
believe we belonged. 

As the major problem of the rural 
church in India arises from the low in- 
comes of the village church members, we 
decided to see as much of the rural church 
in the United States, and especially the 
Home Mission churches, as we could. 

Most of the rural church members in 
India had incomes inadequate to meet even 
the barest necessities of life. They were 
taught Christian stewardship and the de- 
sirability of tithing, yet their sacrificial 
contributions were not enough to build 
their mud-walled churches, or support 
their lowly-paid ministers, most of whom 
received less than ten dollars per month 
per family for full time service. 

In the United States we found a minor- 
ity of the rural pastors happy in their 
ministry. ‘They felt a compelling call, 
and would not willingly change to an 
urban ministry. But a majority of rural 
pastors were unhappy in their ministry 
and would not stay if an urban church 
called them. We saw that the happy 
rural minister needed special training 
for his ministry, differing from that given 
to the urban minister. We also found a 
few rural ministers whose educational 
qualifications were less than the usual 
standard of most Presbyterian ministers. 
This seldom led to a happy or fruitful 
ministry. 

From our busy, full, happy, fruitful 
moderatorial year, going through the 
length and breadth of the continental 
U. S. church, we concluded that the rural 
U. S. church was the greatest underde- 
veloped area as far as benevolence and 
dedication of young life was concerned, 
but it was a richly spiritually rewarding 
year. 





DR. HIGGINBOTTOM, long a missionary to 
India, was Moderator of the 1939 USA As- 
sembly in Cleveland. He now makes his 
home in Babson Park, Fla. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


A New Testament Wordbook. William 
Barclay. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $2.50. 

Abingdon Song Kit. James Leisy. Abing- 
dom Press, Nashville. 50¢, paper. 

Job Horizons for the College Woman. 
Miriam Keeler. U.S. Dept. of Labor, Wom- 
en’s Division, Washington 25, D. C., 25¢ 
paper. 

Lands of the Bible. A Golden Historical 
Atlas. Samuel Terrien. Simon & Schuster, 
N. Y. $3.95. 

Christian Living. Stephen F. Bayne, IJr., 
Seabury Press, Greenwich, Conn. $3.50. 

The New Ordeal of Christianity. Paul 





Hutchinson. Association Press, N.Y. $2.50. 

American Heritage—April 1957. Ameri- 
can Heritage, N. Y. $2.95. 

Unlock Your Faith-Power. Edited by 
Norman Vincent Peale. Prentice-Hall, Inc., 
Englewood Cliffs, N. J. $3.95. 

Of Men and Angels. Wesley Shrader. 
Rinehart & Co., Inc., N. Y. $2.95. 

The Swimming Pool. Alice Cobb. Friend- 
ship Press, N. Y. $1.25, paper. $2.50, cloth. 

The Apple Tree House. Anne M. Halla- 
day. Friendship Press, N. Y. $2.50, cloth. 
$1.25, paper. 

Peter Pulpitpounder, B. D. Robert E. 
Segerhammar. Augustana Press, Rock Is- 
land, Ill. $1.35. 

Getting the Most Out of College. Mar- 
garet E. Bennett. McGraw-Hill Book Co., 
N. Y. $3.95. 

Phycho-Therapy and Religion. Henry 
Guntrip. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $3. 

What Makes America Great? W. Earl 
Waldrop. Bethany Press, St. Louis. $1.50. 


South Africa 


Anglican Sign Defies 
Effort of Legislators 


CarETOWN, So. AFRICA (RNS)—An- 
glican authorities erected a sign on the 
steps of St. George’s Cathedral here read- 
ing: ‘This cathedral is open to all men 
and women of all races to all services 
at all times.” 

The cathedral is a stone’s throw from 
the House of Assembly which has ap- 
proved, upon its second reading, the Na- 
tive Laws Amendment bill giving the 
government the right to prohibit Africans 
from worshipping with whites. 



















APEX & BOOKS 


PRAYER 
George A. Buttrick 


A searching study of the 
prayer life of Jesus; a striking 
philosophy of prayer; a psy- 
chology of prayer; and a prac- 
tical regimen both of private 
prayer and corporate worship. 

$1.5 


Other APEX BOOKS... 
WEATHERHEAD 

When the Lamp Flickers $1.25 
SOCKMAN 

The Higher Happiness $1 
GARRISON 

A Protestant Manifesto $1.25 
GOODSPEED 

How Came the Bible $1 
LUCCOCK—In the 
Minister’s Workshop $1.25 
BRIGHT 

The Kingdom of God $1.25 
GRANT—An Introduction to 
New Testament Thought $1.50 
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abingdon press 





MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 








U. S. Ministers 

Carlyle A. McDonald, Prospect church, 
Mooresville, N. C., will become pastor 
of the Charles Town, W. Va., church 
June 1 

H. Reid Newland, Salisbury, N. C., has 
accepted a call to the Dade City, Fia., 
church effective June 1 

John L. Fain, tormerly of 
N.C., has become associate 
Bethany church, Fort 

Ralph A. Brown, Bristol, Tenn., will 
be the new pastor of the Lynn Garden 
church, Kingsport, Tenn 

Herbert V. Carson, retiring from the 
Queens College (N. C.) faculty, will be- 
come pastor of the Mount Holly, N. C., 
church Sept. 1. 

William H. Arnold, formerly pastor of 
Church of the Covenant, Houston, Texas, 
is now pastor of the First church, Mc- 
Allen, Texas, Box 1029. 

William S. Cale, from Clover, S. ©., to 
205 Forest Lane, Lynwood, Woodbridge, 
Va. 

Ernest L. Helsley, from Hillsboro, Tex- 
as, to First church, Kilgore, Texas, where 
he will be associate pastor and minister 
of education, beginning May 1. 

John M. Reagan, Jr., from Southern 
Pines, N. C., to Hartford, Ala., where he 
will reside until sailing for Japan in 
August. 

Frederick H. Olert, Second 
Richmond, Va., has accepted a call to 
Central church, Kansas City, Mo. He 
expects to leave Richmond late in June 
and begin his new work Sept. 1. 

Geo. M. Sullivan, San Marcos, Texas, 
will begin a new extension work in Aus- 
tin, Texas, June 1. 

L. Elroy Weikel from Beaumont, Tex- 
as, to St. Mark’s church, Houston, Texas, 
June 1. 

Geo. H. Walker, formerly of the La- 
donia, Texas, (USA) church, now serves 
the Hyde Park church, Denison, Texas. 


USA Ministers 

Richard Knox Smith, field assistant for 
the Synod of Washington, will become 
associate secretary of the Department 
of Town and Country Church of the 
Presbyterian, USA, Board of National 
Missions, New York, June 1. 

S. H. Lloyd, from Camden, N. J., to 2558 
Sagledale Dr., Indianapolis 24, Ind. 

Mayo Y. Smith, from Bloomfield, Ind., 
to 201 S. Market, Winamac, Ind. 

Austin V. Hunter has resigned as pastor 
of the Apollo, Pa., church to become as 
sociate pastor of the First church, Mead- 
ville, Pa. 

H. Dudley Peck, from Hartford Semi 
nary Foundation, Hartford, Conn., to 
Tshoal Bey, Ostuncalco, Guatemala, C. A. 


Kannapolis, 
pastor of 
Lauderdale, Fla. 


church, 


DEATHS 

James A. Baird, 58, died suddenly April 
27 in a Charlotte, N. C., hospital. He was 
pastor of the Kannapolis, N. C., A. R. 
Presbyterian church. 

William Henry Morrison, 77, died re- 
cently in Rockport, Texas, where he had 
made his home since 1949. A native of 
Canada, he was in YMCA work for many 
years, then in the USA Church and later 
in the U .S. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


‘Speakers announced for the approach- 
ing commencement season are listed be- 
low. Numbers indicate: (1) Baccalau- 
reate preachers; (2) commencement 
speakers; (3) others. 





PRESBYTERIAN, U. 8. 

Assembly’s Training School (Va.)—(1) 
H. Louis Patrick, St. Louis, Mo., May 19; 
(2) Marshall C. Dendy, Richmond, Va., 
May 20. 

Union Seminary (Va.)—(1) John S&S. 
Whale, England, visiting UTS professor, 
May 19; (2) Dr. Hamilton W. McKay, 
Charlotte, N. C., May 21. 

Austin Seminary (Texas)—(1) John 
F. Anderson, Jr., Dallas, May 19; (2) 
Glenn A. Railsback, May 20; (3) R. P. 
Richardson, Memphis, Tenn., May 19. 

Columbia Seminary (Ga.)—(1) Ryan 
L. Wood, West Palm Beach, Fla., June 
2; (2) H. E. Russell, Montgomery, Ala., 
June 3; (3) Geo. A. Hudson, Tamshui, 
Taiwan, June 2. 

Schreiner Institute (Texas)—(1) S. 
Brooks McLane, Kerrville, Texas, May 
26; (2) L. Roy Klein, Dallas, May 28. 

Lees-McRae (N. C.)—(1) Allan Frew, 
Detroit, Mich., May 26; (2) Congressman 
C. R. Jones, May 27. 


U. S.—USA 

Louisville Seminary (Ky.)—(1) Presi- 
dent Frank H. Caldwell, Louisville, May 
26; (2) Jean S. Milner, Indianapolis, Ind., 
May 27. 

Davis and Elkins (W. Va.)—(1) Robt. 
A. Pfrangle, Lewisburg, W. Va., June 2: 
(2) John D. MacLeod, Keyser, W. Va.., 


» 


June 3; (3) Nelson S. Knaggs, May 27. 


PRESBYTERIAN, USA 

McCormick Seminary (Ill.)—(2) John 
Bright, Richmond, Va., May 2; (3) Arthur 
R. McKay, president of the seminary. 

Western Seminary (Pa.)—(2) Geo. A. 
Buttrick, Cambridge, Mass., May 14; (3) 
Gaius J. Slosser, retiring professor, May 
14. 

Maryville (Tenn.)—(1) Ralph W. Lloyd, 
president, May 19; (2) Robt. W. Gibson, 
Monmouth College president, May 
(3) Roy S. Buffat, Centralia, I1l., May 19. 
UNITED PRESBYTERIAN 

Pittsburgh-Xenia Seminary (Pa.)—(1) 
Gordon E. Jackson, dean, May 12; (2) 
President Addison H. Leitch, May 16; 
(3) Howard M. Jamieson, professor, May 
12. 





Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 


Including U.S., USA, AR and 
United Presbyterians 





EACHANGE OR WILL SUPPLY 

La Marque, Texas, 320 mbs., 15 mi. Gal- 
veston beach-resort; deep sea i 
manse excg; July 21, 28 or Aug. 18, 25. 
fer mountains or lake area. J. Allen Smith, 
1708 Austin Dr. 

Penrose, Colo., 100 mbs.; close to Rockies, 
Pueblo and Colorado Springs. Manse. Pre- 
fer northern Ind. or Ohio; all or part of 
Aug. or, if necessary, July, for wife and 
self. J. Frederick Speer, Box 188. 

Earle, Ark., 109 mbs.; near Memphis, 
Ozark mtns., cotton country, good fishing. 
Manse excg. 4 Aug. Sundays. Prefer north- 
ern USA. Robt. I. Doom, 

Durham, N. C., Fuller Meml. ch., 321 mbs. 
Morning service. 3 Aug. Sundays. Manse 
excg. S. G. Harness, 513 Hyde Park Ave. 

Laurel (Richmond), Va., ch. 170 mbs: 
7 mi. Union Seminary; heart of historic 
America. Any 4 July or Aug. Sundays. 
Manse excg. Prefer Atlantic Seaboard but 
any good swimming and tennis spot will 
be considered. Raymond P. Sharp. 

Newell, N. C., 150 mbs; 7 mi. Charlotte; 
near golf (free), swimming, ete. Large 
manse, nice yard. Aug. 4-11. Manse exceg. 
Prefer near Richmond, Va.; will consider 
other parts of Va. Have 2 children. W. E. 
Lytch, Box 74. 

WISH TO SUPPLY 

Princeton, N. J., area, July 14. Joe Wag- 
ner, Box 223, Tryon, N. C. 

Wish to supply, July or August. Thomp- 
son E. Davis, Box 829, Marion Va. 

In or near Nashville, Tenn., July 7; Hou- 
ston, Texas July 21, 28. Carl E. Mills, 
1140 Benbow Rd., Greensboro, N. C. 








PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Synod of North Carolina 


Educational excellence. 

Moderate charges. Endow- 

ed. Christian emphasis. A.A. 

and A.S. degrees. Graduates 

transfer to best colleges as juniors. 

Professor each ten students. Personal 

attention. Scientific tests and guidance. 

Athletics. Liberal arts. Business. Pre- 

paratory grades 11 and 12. Member So. 

Assn. Colleges and Secondary Schools. 
Summer School. 

Louis C. LaMotte, President 
Maxton, North Carolina 











JOSEPH C. ROBERT, President 


1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1957 


Exceptional record for turning out leaders in church, community and nation. 
Sound education undergirded by Christian faith. 


Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 








Centre 
College 


Founded 1819 
(Kentucky’s Bluegrass Area) 





Separate Campuses ..... 
for women and men students but most classes and social func- 
tions held jointly. Fully accredited. Liberal Arts. Presby- 
terian. Famous for distinguished alumni. Fine facilities. 
Send for illustrated booklet 
Walter A. Groves, Pk D., President 


Danville, Ky. 
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